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Matt. 13.10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to
them in parables?”
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Matt. 13.11 Jesus answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted.

K13 : 11 RERIEA S : [ PRRIBBISR - U RIS » R g -

' "

AT TS
e AN oW

..
. NSV
F) W PE g U ISR Fo i SO LIS A

R D b D e M o

! Matt. 13.12-13 “For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he will have
} an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken | :
? away from him. Therefore I speak to them in parables... o
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| Matthew13: Parables Hide Mysteries
BARE13E : IBRE RIS

A. Definition: Gk. word paraballo means “to throw together in
parallel” as when a comparison is being made =

fBl5= paraballo NEBEE "WHE—#E, > FRICERGF—IX

) 1. The Jews knew the letter of the Bible but not the spiritual revelation of { ‘
the Messiah ‘
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s 2. Jesus compared/contrasted ‘true to life’ daily events with some hidden .
s spiritual principle in order to reveal deeper, spiritual kingdom reality :
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3. Parables should alert those “with an ear to hear” that there is

something presently ‘hidden’ from unaided human intelligence that
we in the kingdom should seek out
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Matthew13: Parables Hide Mysteries
BXmE13%F | BEEREWAYL R

B. Kingdom parables convey a kingdom whose appearance Is
often contradictory to what God’s kingdom is really like in
Heaven
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1. When Jesus begins, “the kingdom of the heavens is like...” it

does not mean the following is really what the kingdom is but the
way it presently appears
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2. Kingdom parables have these two major components:
BIERLCIRAEEMEEZRED ¢
a. The Presence of the King Himself revealed or hidden within the story
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b. The Sovereignty of God’s ‘reign’ is hidden now in His permissive will
but it will be vindicated when His righteous rule is revealed in the end
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Matthew BEXiasS 13:1-35

4 Public Parables on mysteries of
Kingdom Growth
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Parable of the Sower FUFER 1Y B i
Parable of the Wheat and Tares 28 FIF 1Y kb iy
Parable of the Mustard Seed 7> HY B
Parable of the Leaven A e AL




Parable of the
Sower

el A2 B9 LU Mad

Matthew S5 X185 13.3-9, 18-23

1. The Word of the Gospel is the Seed Bearing
Organic Life in the Kingdom
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Matthew 13: Parable of the Sower
BEXmue13% : EfERILL

Two Kkeys to understand the meaning of the parable

TR SRR B R

N AN SR BN
AR Lt : e e
. o’ L gt Ly P aatd | IS 4 . s ¢ " '
..tLaJ.M.‘...»;‘. e ;"‘*""‘;“'""""“‘.!“'l‘."k'f."gs.«..’...‘d-‘f Ny g
i e

..’4‘,'('{

s
. »

’ ' )

Ly

- '.}

.’ sl M N LAY
ol AT IV " ANt

. v i !:h .‘..r » L _"". :
¥ BV g . 4
Ll -__..J.L.i‘;'iak..g‘.:.l .4..-&.:‘..';:6'“.-:

#1. The kingdom of the heavens

comes when

the King sows the kingdom gospel into

the field of the world.

(— ) XEIRYREGEEE ETSEERRESRE
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#2. The “seed” of the kingdom is the Word
of saving grace which produces life and

fruitfulness in the good soil.

(Z) BER "EF) 2ERE > BEES
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#3. The key revelation in this first parable is

man’s individual responsibility for the
condition of his heart when the gospel is

sown upon him
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Parable of the
Wheat and "\

Tares | \§§*U*§E
BB FHLLE pamgfa {my ot

Matthew 55 X185 13.24-30, 36-43

2. The King Sows more than seed; The ‘new birth’
brings ‘Sons of the kingdom’ into this World
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Matthew13:Parable of the Wheat and Tares
BXea138&E B FauLtb

Four keys to understand the meaning of the parable
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#1. The King begins his rule by sowing
his good sons of the kingdom into the
field of the world.
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#2. The kingdom then comes into cosmic
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conflict because the “god of this
world” sows his evil sons to try to
undermine the King’s rulership.
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Matthew13:Parable of the Wheat and Tares
BATRE13E S FHIEFAILLE

Four keys to understand the meaning of the parable
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q #3. As a result, the sons of the kingdom

) must endure their cross in much

| opposition, trial and battle as they come

e into the kingdom £
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_' j #4. The key revelation is trusting the King’s :
ke sovereignty (now hidden) as He sows,
allows, rules and overrules in light of the

: ’ kingdom Harvest and Judgment |
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Parable of the
Mustard Seed
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Matthew S5 X185 13.31-32

3. Outer corporate growth of the
kingdom of the heavens: separation
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Matt. 13.31 He presented another parable to
them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like

a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed . _
in his field; The same sower is now sowing

A13:31 Mt S LGSR ¢ TR so_mething else: an org?nic herb
W — eI RE > A5 A\ TR A A o with a very small seed indeed

Matt. 13.32 and this is smaller than all IEI_{IE%*E%EEE%*EEQE_%_*E%
other seeds, but when it is full grown, it is g . —EEFIEREN B ERNEY

larger than the garden plants and becomes a
tree, so that THE BIRDS OF THE AIR come
and NEST IN ITS BRANCHES.”

1. Using such a small seed to plant
a Kingdom in the world seems

K13:32 38 5t H R AL/ Y - S 3 contradictory as a method of
REAR > AP LR % é? kingdom building
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Matt. 13.31 He presented another parable to
them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like
a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed

in his field;

AN13:31 At SRl Fumn B« TR
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Matt. 13.32 and this is smaller than all

other seeds, but when it is full grown, it is

larger than the garden plants and becomes a
tree, so that THE BIRDS OF THE AIR come
and NEST IN ITS BRANCHES.”
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2. Jesus used the small mustard seed

elsewhere to illustrate the power of
kingdom faith to move mountains

HRSRAE HAth 5 FH /et s
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Luke 17:6, “If you had faith like a
mustard seed, you could say to this
mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and be
planted in the sea,” and it will obey
you.””
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Matthew13: Parablé of the Mustard is the chapter’s

most disputed parable as to interpretation
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Matt. 13.31 He presented another
parable to them, saying, “The
kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed, which a man
took and sowed in his field;
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Matt. 13.32 and this is smaller
than all other seeds, but when it
is full grown, it is larger than
the garden plants and becomes
a tree, so that THE BIRDS OF
THE AIR come and NEST IN ITS
BRANCHES.”
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Interpreters all agree that the
emphasis is upon the smallness
of the mustard seed beginnings
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The comparison made in verse 32 :
emphasizes that it is the smallest seed :

among seeds (lit. “the least of all

seeds”) planted in a garden though not
necessarily actually the smallest seeds :

in the world

55 32 HfC
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Matthew13: Parablé of the Mustard is the chapter’s

most disputed parable as to interpretation
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Matt. 13.31 He presented another . Interpreters all agree that the
e otiiem, saying, “The emphasis is upon the smallness

st oot which aman |1 of the mustard seed beginnings

took and sowed in his field; 4 S5 ) SSAEERYELLER
K133 XM (% || :zéﬁiﬂi : J\L@"EEIJ e
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HH # - : 2. Certainly in history the kingdom growth :
Matt. 13.32 and this is smaller . in Acts began with only 12 disciples

than all other seeds, but when it| :  who preached the gospel to disciples

R mtown, it is iarger than :  gathered but unknown and very small

the garden plants and becomes
a tree, so that THE BIRDS OF : Kinad Gt t that 1
THE AIR come and NEST IN ITS | O Al R O

In size when compared to the great

BRANCHES.” L ER EEETEPEERRNEL RN
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Matthew13: Parable of the Mustard Seed s
; mterpreted as a positive picture E
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. POSITIVE INTERPRETATION : | Mark 4.26 And He was saying, I
: : The kingdom of God is like a ¢

T s £

IE ERVEREE man who casts seed upon the } %

: | soil; ke
1 Many interpreters see this as revealing : | Eoljgs4:26 Xt : [ Ay [;

: the mystery of the Kingdom’s sovereign : 3 N e | =
growth by God’s grace : f

=

= R ) o

gﬁg‘% Kbrisiam S B[R RAAHIR : | Mark 4.27 and he goes to bed at | ‘i
M EREIEREI M night and gets up by day, and %
o the seed sprouts and grows E*
: 2. Once a kingdom seed is planted, the — how, he himself does not Bk

- small beginnings burgeon into a mighty : know. E{
kingdom | BOES4:27 BREE  gEE |
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Matthew13: Parable of the Mustard Seed
interpreted as a positive picture
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POSITIVE INTERPRETATION :| Mark 4.28 “The soil produces
: crops by itself; first the

IF ERIAFRE | blade, then the head, then

. 3. In Mark’s gospel another parable (unique) the mature grain in the
. precedes the Mustard Seed parable recounting ~ :|  head. :
the mysterious growth of a seed (not mustard) | BrliEe4:28 ERFELRE
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from blade to full grain enabling the kingdom KXY Tl E2EE - BB 'L
harvest to come. | R -
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| mRw) SRS RS (R | Mark 4.29 “But when the crop
© ¥E) WERIIFL - FREHUEISLIRES :|  permits, he immediately

4. The birds in the branches represent many nations puts in the sickle, because
. (Ez.17.28; 31.6; Dan.4.12) which will come to rest  : the harvest has come.”

B in the kingdom when it rules the world BErligs4:29 KT © Fh A
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Matthew13: Parable of the Mustard Seed interpreted
3 as a negative warning
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N P INTERPRETATION OF PARABLES MUST FIT :

1 CONTEXT AND SYMBOLISM OF BIBLE The Hgldden MYStery P
LSRR BT SRR E T = mEr Y R F ¢
8 HMTRRAIS _ :
) : 1. Many other interpreters see problems with this 1. The Conj[eXt 'S‘nOW Se,ed '
~ i positive interpretation because no hidden mystery : planted in the ‘garden’ of the '
¢ s revealed neither does it fit in the context of the world to become a mustard

. i paradoxical comparisons or contrasts of the shrub not a tree |

remaining parables in Matt.13 i e
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| | commcEamEnmg hrwssigs (| (o8] HIVESHR STHRE
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. 2. Though agreeing with the small beginnings of the ] 2. Any Galilean would have

kingdom, the growth of the mustard herb plant caught this as very abnormal
becomes abnormal as it grows to the size of a

e tree (the herb is a stalk not of wood) and WOl_JId wonder what was -
| BRSSO ERTTSEmEgss (| happening i &

O EANE EHEERSEFRERT iwer || HANAAABESEESERA &
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Matthew13: Parable of the Mustard Seed interpreted
as a negative warning
BRXmEa138 | rxEltthifEfaamiES

CONTEXT AND SYMBOLISM OF BIBLE
EEMRIRY R AR SRR E T X
: FIXRSRAIE
. 3. The Mustard Seed comes right after
: ‘Wheat and Tares’ and seems to add to
| : the warning of the mystery of problems
i asthe kingdom grows

: } T8 BRiEE [BS0RS] 2&

: 4. The Leaven parable immediately

:  following Mustard Seed adds yet
another negative mystery to the growth
of the kingdom

=B [T 2=8 (8] tola
IR S BIENKN S —ESEmaY R
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INTERPRETATION OF PARABLES MUST FIT

IR0 S B RSB ORI S |

The Hidden Mystery
=it HY B2 R

3. A large tree in the OT is always a
prophetic symbol of great man-made
worldly kingdoms Dan.4.20-22
ABHEEND - EFERERZAREIER
FASxE ({B4:20-22)

4. The birds are already represented as
‘evil’ in the Sower and are pictured in
OT as nesting in the branches of
kingdoms - not of Israel - but of Egypt,
Assyria and Babylon (Ez.17.23; 31.6;
Dan.4.12)
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Matthew13: Parable of the Mustard Seed reveals the outer effects
of this world’s toxic environment upon ‘organic’ kingdom growth
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SOBER INTERPRETATION OF MUSTARD SEED PARABLE
PR AT P ES) S

1. Jesus is encouraging his disciples not to be discouraged by the day of small
things because their little ‘mustard seed’ Faith will build the organic kingdom
of the heavens by faithful sowing

HREASBIPIEFIAZRR /NS MUY » EAMPNNEY [FF3FE] BSIWVigER
BINBIBIEE A A KB

2. But He is also warning sons of the kingdom about the toxic environment of
this world which can mutate an herb plant into an anomalous tree

B ESEENT K @ SEEANCERRESESMEN S ER/REBHIEAR




Matthew13: Parable of the Mustard Seed reveals the outer effects
of this world’s toxic environment upon ‘organic’ kingdom growth

BXmEa138 | fraiittniEr 7S E i RNEIERIEEN
"6, NEIERRRRIMEZE

3. The mustard seed parable reveals how the kingdom/church which began
growing as a living organic fragrant herb becomes somehow polluted by men
of worldly motives as their ambitions and power turns the kingdom into a
worldly harlot

TN LCRBT SEE/ AR MEE LN B S EE BN FRIBNE
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4. Both in the history of Israel and the church this abnormal growth of the organic
beginnings into a huge outward human kKingdom occurred

FELIBIIAAESHES - - SR TRERESNIER - BEKIRELEN
—(BREABIIMEAIAEE]

5. Separation from the world by “holding fast the Head” (Col.2.19) are the only
way an ‘organic kingdom’ can grow with a growth which is from God
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Matthew13: Parable of the Mustard Seed reveals the outer effects
of this world’s toxic environment upon ‘organic’ kingdom growth

| BAES13E AR T e A RA SRR
i, WEER SIS
Summary {FHE ¢

“Let’s bring this discussion to a close. As Christians, we must be on guard

» «
Al (el eyl

—— -
P

-
:

Y

& against Satan’s tactics. We are warned not only against his infusion of his own
g people into the Christian community but also against the visible church’s
bureaucratic growth (which confuses money, size, and structure with spiritual
| fruit) and against the infusion of evil into the lives even of believing people (which ,
confuses a loving and forgiving spirit with treason to Christ’s cause). In other { :

| 1 words, we are to beware of the church becoming secular, that is, of becoming
L like the world around it.”
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Parable of the yoe
Leaven
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Matthew S5 X${§513.33

4. Inner corporate growth in the
kingdom of the heavens: purity
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Matt. 13.33 He spoke another parable
to them, “The kingdom of heaven is like
leaven, which a woman took and hid in
three pecks of flour until it was all
leavened.”
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Parable about Hidden
Inner Growth

)N ﬁEI’JPST' pX =AY A

Leaven throughout scripture is
symbolic of something forbidden

BEEMNENPREEHFELLEY

1. Every one of the 22 times leaven
1s mentioned in the OT its use 1s
forbidden as a corrupting agent

TEEAP22 IR R BERY » FEIKAD

K12 45 e S Tt 4% 1 e 36

2. Leaven was a symbol of something
bad, evil, sinful and corrupting
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3. Feast of Unleavened Bread all
about purging the leaven of sin
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................ ParableaboutHldden \ ,..
Inner Growth BE:
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Matt. 13.33 He spoke another parable
to them, “The kingdom of heaven is like

leaven, which a woman took and hid in Leaven throughout scripture is
7”” ee Pec‘lj’ff of flour until it was all symbolic of something forbidden
eavened. - T

\ , BEERENPREERFEILEY
R13:33 At UMt A s LT

[ KRB G EEE » GiF NER > BAE 4. 14 times 1n the NT leaven 1s spoken
SRR 0 PSS [ H A AR o | of as the flesh’s corruption of

spiritual life
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Pharisees, Sadducees and Herod
corrupting the teaching of the Law

. | /4 . Jesus spoke of the leaven of the
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Matthew13 Parable of the Leaven IS also
disputed as to its interpretation

EATEE13E « BUOLIGERE Hha P

Matt. 13.33 He spoke another
- Some Positive Interpreters see leaven

parable to them, “The kingdom of
heaven is like leaven, which a _ ]
woman took and hid in three pecks| | 9% @ good thing - the hidden

of flour until it was all leavened.” | | Influence of the kingdom that

A13:33 b & FEMELLIMER : "XEIRF| | causes its growth
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leaven of the Holy Spirit within its dough
until its effect spreads the kingdom
throughout the world
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1. The woman is the church who ‘hides’ the
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Matthew13 Parable of the Leaven IS also
disputed as to its interpretation

EATEE13E « BUOLIGERE Hha P

parable to them, “The kingdom of | | S0me Positive Interpreters see leaven

heaven is like leaven, which a as a good thing - the hidden
woman took and hid in three pecks| : influence of the kingdom that

of flour until it was all leavened.” . causes its growth
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2. The small, poor beginnings of the church
. continues to grow and overcome the
world by faith
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3. This ‘leaven’ will bring in the kingdom and

......




Matthew13: Parable of the Leaven 2
FAMRE13E : BAILLS 4

= Leaven as the corruption by man’s hidden flesh in the Church s
| P .
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. Notice the key: The Son of Manis f |
. nowhere mentioned in this parable | Matt. 13.33 He spoke |
A % ceplb - =& Nep 3=k . | another parable to them,

et « EEEkmPiza j:inJA; “The kingdom ofhet LR
= 1. The ‘positive’ view ignores the clear like leaven, which a woman :
- symbolism of leaven throughout the Bible | /00k and hid in three pecks of i
& and by Jesus . flour until it was all (

. leavened.”
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~ 2. The positive view puts this parable ‘at odds’ Wit = [ R BEEF SR -

- with the warnings conveyed by the previous | | £l A\ S5 » BiAE = 3}-4ii b
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Matthew13: Parable of the Leaven -
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< Leaven as the corruption by man’s hidden flesh in the Church
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‘. | 3 The three measures of flour alludes to the Matt. 13.33 He spoke
. meal/graln/brea;d offering made in Lev.2 | another parable to them,
el =SFaigtsRIARe 28 P [RFR] . | “The kingdom of heaven is F
S . | like leaven, which a woman £
a. 'Three measures of meal’ was the customary | | ook and hid in three pecks of =
= meal/grain offering brought before God by | flour until it was all &
; Abraham, Gideon and Hannah in which leaven leavened.”
was forbidden in Lev.2.11 :
s =) RTANE - SENRSRRIES | | A13:33 MG
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= b. The meal offering in type refers to the humanity : | ; L.
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Matthew13: Parable of the Leaven
BEXmue135 - EEAILLE

=
Leaven as the corruption by man’s hidden flesh in the Church ;
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L - b
4 Christ, the Bread of Life, has been Three leavens Jesus warned £
corrupted by hidden carnal disciples about in Israel ¢
~influences of individual saints | ERSREEPIEFIELL G
| 4euR 28 SHERIRE | —1Es
— FEEY Py g%%ﬁ TRV 1. Pharisees: self-righteousness =
- I | and legalism b

- | 5.The key detail is that the ‘woman’ | |  wfi A : HLUUBSAEE %
- was “hiding” the leaven as she | 2. Sadducees: ritualism and
prepared an offering unacceptable to.

= God : rationalism
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Matthew 13:1-35
4 Public Parables on mysteries of Kingdom Growth
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1. Parable of the Sower:
Kingdom strategy for growth 1s to sow gospel seed everywhere

TR B Hemay ¢ [ JRE R Y SR R A B 110 | A R T

2. Parable of the Wheat and Tares:
trust Sovereign God to judge what 1s true or false 1n the church

SEF M-y by = AEE ERE R R e s A e R AR

3. Parable of the Mustard Seed:
Separation - beware of the Nicolaitans who use human power to
build their own kingdom 1n the church

Fra ARy ey = 20l - 3B JE AR iR A AR ) A a i B Y B

4. Parable of the Leaven:
Purity - be aware of our own inner fleshly motives which can
corrupt our ministry in the church
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Humbly Seek Revelation of these Mysteries
s R th = oKE L B RARY RIS

1. The interpretation | have
- i presented is the minority view as
most evangelical teachers take
the positive views about kingdom

growth in these 2 parables. _
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. Jesus gave us the interpretation _ G Jo P

of the first two parables but 1 Anea REITES
leaves it to us to seek the :

mysteries he is revealing
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Humbly Seek Revelation of these Mysteries
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3. We respect the varying views of sincere bible scholars and all admit
:  we only ‘know in part.’(1Cor.13.9)
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. 4. The minority interpretation | have presented agrees with many :
. respected Bible teachers: W. Nee, G Campbell Morgan, T. Austin Sparks, :
55 :  James Boice, W. Graham Scroggie, F.W. Grant, Wm. Kelly and most :
- i Brethren scholars.
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Seeking Prophetic Revelation of these Parables
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Our Challenge in Interpreting ¥ M1 A2 1205 A E AR AOPEEL
_-: : 1. What is the ‘'mystery’ Jesus is revealing that would not be known by
1 . outward observance?
| ERRFTIBTO0IMEEERAREIN [ RHE
: 2. Can any interpretation apply to Jesus’ contemporary situation and also
4 apply to the kingdom of Israel’s past while being valid looking forward in the ¢
4 history of the church? -
| EOHUREESEERIRIMERNER - ERIRLIESITEEAE
; QS ERIEAESRERLN 2/ ?
. 3. How do these parables fit with the rest of Jesus’ teachings?
S Lo LCIAER R AR BV ZE A {1 EE R4 ?
, a. How important are separation and purity in the Sermon on the Mount?
- EEWED - ABNEREZER 7 :
R b. How do these parables agree with Jesus’ predictions about the end times ko
S before his return in Matthew 24-25? : 5
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Seeking Prophetic Revelation of these Parables
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4. Would Jesus be consistent in His use of bible symbols such as seedq,
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field, birds, leaven and harvest as he spoke parables? €
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5. Do these help you discern a contrast between the churches and : E.
: institutions of Christendom’s with the living organic Church, the Body of :
Christ with Christ as its Head? : =
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Mustard and Leaven Mysteries of Sovereignty

FRETBHIEE | AR R {

This brings us to the factor that is common to all the parables and all the
teaching of Jesus, and of the Apostles subsequently. In all these parables
there is a selective, discriminating, contrasting, comparative, good-and-bad
element. The Kingdom of Heaven is like that: the sovereign rule is all-
comprehending, but it is very particular, selective, and judicial.
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The Lord was letting His disciples know that this is what would happen, and
that His sovereignty took all this in its stride. It is as well that we should
know that the Lord has foreseen the developments of Christianity and its
abnormalities, but it is to great detriment that His spirit of discernment and
discrimination does not have a way with so many Christians.

FEMNPIERNEERTHENS VRIS VHEEERE - BRI
FEEX0 §:_E?E%DE*“?&H’J%AE&FA\L:T‘%“’H’SIE%  {BHBVRIZREVREI AR
S SEEERS  E/IFEREN -




o Mustard and Leaven: Mysteries of Sovereignty
\ FroetafiE - FERERYE R L

Does the New Testament, to begin with, indicate that there is any such thing
as abnormality, or this kind of abnormal development, about the true work
of God? It rather indicates that, although ultimately the sum of many, many
centuries will be 'a great multitude which no man can number’, there will be,
as we get nearer and nearer to the end, a tremendous sifting out and falling
away. It is definitely stated that that day will not come before there is a
great falling away (2 Thess. 2:3), and that "judgment must begin at the
house of God" (1 Pet. 4:17). Well, then, if this is right - a great falling away -
the Bible contradicts itself.
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- Mustard and Leaven: Mysteries of Sovereignty -
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As we have said, the teaching of the Lord seemed to be so clear to the disciples
on this matter that they exclaimed: "Are there few that be saved?" What is all
this about the broad and the narrow way? The broad way - many go by it; the
narrow way - few find it. The Bible does not contradict itself; but it says that
God takes account of these things, and God in His sovereignty permits them.
He does not come out and destroy this freakish thing popularly called
'Christianity’. That may be there, but God in His sovereignty is pursuing His
own course to secure what He is after. Though all this may be quite true, the
sovereign rule of God goes on, the sovereignty is preserved.
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