— The Dearest Friend —
Please listen to the lyrics of this cherished Christian song:

I’ve found a Friend, O such a friend! He loved me ere | knew Him;

He drew me with the cords of love, and thus He bound me to Him;

And round my heart still closely twine those ties which naught can sever,
For | am His, and He is mine, forever and forever.

I’'ve found a Friend, O such a friend! He bled, He died to save me;
And not alone the gift of life, but His own Self He gave me!
Naught that I have mine own [ call, I'll hold it for the Giver,

My heart, my strength, my life, my all are His, and His forever.

I've found a Friend, O such a friend! All pow’r to Him is given,

To guard me on my onward course, and bring me safe to heaven.
The eternal glories gleam afar, to nerve my faint endeavor;

So now to watch, to work, to war, and then to rest forever.

I’ve found a Friend, O such a friend! So kind and true and tender,

So wise a Counselor and Guide, so mighty a Defender!

From Him who loves me now so well what power my soul can sever?
Shall life or death, shall earth or hell? No! | am His forever.

Do you have such a faithful and dear friend--one who loves your life even
more than his own? Earthly relations may fail and disappoint, as one song
describes: “Dear parents all too soon depart while closest friends betray
your heart.” Sadly, many of our hopes and the confidence we so often build
our lives upon only prove to be sinking sand!

Dear friend, did you know that we were originally created in God’s image and
likeness to commune with Him? But the downward plight of man began when
our forefather chose to disobey God’s command. Since then mankind drifted
far away from God, and further into deep darkness, sin, toil, bondage, vanity,

and eventual death.

Our God, the Creator of heaven and earth, never gave up on us, nor did He
forget us. Instead, out of His deep love, He sent His only beloved Son —
Jesus Christ — to this earth. He experienced the most cruel death on the
Cross as aransom for the sins of the whole human race. Our sins,
selfishness, vanities, and emptiness of life leave us lonely and without love.
God demonstrated His love by sending His Son Jesus, who lived and walked
on earth in bodily form. He experienced life's joys and sorrows just as you
and .

He is a Friend who can relate to our every circumstance. He gives us hope
because He has already gone through each circumstance without sin. He
knew that we needed to be reconciled to a righteous, holy God. He washed
away our sins with His own blood. Who could ask for a more loving and
trustworthy Friend?

Dear friend, aren’t you also touched by God’s amazing love? Are you
willing to accept His Son Jesus Christ as your personal Savior today
and let Him be Your dearest and most trusted Friend?
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