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~ 2. Six times miraculous events were cited as fulfillment of prophecies
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Matthew began by tying Jesus’ birth to the
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Old Covenant history of redemption
55 AR HR R Aoy ol A e 85 44 AR S A R Bl 4
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$ | the HISTORY  sigimui s
BE | of REDEMPTION HR R Bk
; - THES10RY OF GOD'S SAVINC WORK iﬁfﬁ‘%ﬁj&ii,f/ﬁ
§E ~ LHROUGH HIS SON, JEsus CHRIS1 O FE !
. TR o ‘
1. The kingdom of the heavens manifested “Heaven’s rule” through dreams, angels and R
stars appearing to testify of the King’s coming and providentially guide Jesus’ parents { =
RBIEEES R BRBBURGZ R RERE", T ErysRE, WERE TSR RAY ;

PN IR BRI R RERE R R TH S O

3. “Out of Egypt” quote from Hosea 11.1 ties Jesus’ birth and life to the very birth of Israel
as a nation through the exodus

I FRTTERTR 110 i) iR % ) ASIERAOREAAIEE — Aol EDL IR R R |

L

4. “He shall be called a Nazarene” ties Jesus’ identity to the Branch of David’s line e
prophesied to rule the Kingdom in Isa. 11.1 /
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Matthew began by tying J esus’ birth to the
Old Covenant history of redemption
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S. Mary and Joseph types of righteousness in the kingdom of the heavens:
557 I by SN A R S

- Mary a type of the church through whom the Holy Spirit conceives and bears
children of the kingdom by the miracle of the new birth

K9P R R AR, BRI I 27 1 N0 A e I AR R B T R

- Joseph 1s a type of a servant of the kingdom who take the cross, believes and
obeys Heaven’s commands to keep the testimony of Jesus
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éMatthew’s gospel reveals the continuity of the history of Redemption as it
:.changes from Israel’s past toward a coming eternal kingdom

BAREMTR 7 HELEEE, {UETMNRXERAISEIZRAX EE,

1. Matthew 3 reveals the beginning of the great transition of God’s kingdom on earth after
: 400 yrs. of “Heaven’s hidden rule”

B AR SR HORTE T ERSHHENT | MDY EAE2 1, W BI7ESD bR T ik iy

2 John the baptizer is sent as the “epoch changing vessel” bridging the end of the Old
. Covenant as its greatest prophet (Malachi 4.5; Matt.11.11) and the New Covenant as its
herald (Matt.3.1)

JETERIIREEE R SRR ARIIARIIL) , AR E AR TR R ISE A B hiEE 4:5
Fo AR E11:10) FNPLRT A/ E R o (5 KA 3. DEIRGHR

3 The kingdom call comes with violence resulting in either repentance and baptism (death)
: 1nto life or the fires of judgment
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Matt 3-4 reveals the kKingdom coming in
four initial divine movements:

BA3-4ERE EREERUE] L aIHEE{TE]

. 1) Herald prepares the way for the King
il

2) King commended by Heaven at His baptism
 FRWIRHK L |
3) King’s reign tested by Satan in the wilderness o
- ERYEREAENRE 2 S
4) King calls the first disciples in His kingdom |
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Gospel of Matthew’s POV
ISP ERE N N

Matthew’s gospel uses an economy of chosen words which elicit
deep feelings among the Jews

SAREER Y —EEERERE, ?:I#.T?Eit)&i RZIAYESZ

. Matthew’s brief description of John reminded
the Jews of Elijah and the last words of the OT

BT I 24158 B 1 e i R N A
- DA SRR A A AR Y — LR
2. The background of the wilderness and desert

brought back shared memories of Israel’s
early history

B AIDELRE B ] 1 DA S R
HE [ ol

. The setting of the Jordan river brought back
images of Israel’s miraculous beginnings in
the past
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Matthew & KfE 3:1-17:
“Repent for the Kingdom of the Heavens is at hand”
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John’s was the Kingdom herald:
AE = (E R ERYFoE:

1) Announcing the gospel to Israel that the

. ';/“-_l R A
4

T it s

o | kingdom of the heavens 1s at hand

S ASHEREE TR -
2) Preparing a people for the coming of the THE BAPTI S =
| Kinghy repenteglcfe ftnd b_aPtism R T {]Hﬁ éjjf?:j\'\‘ AR (,
NFE G RRNZ UE R £ B R i TR T 2 e
| . 3) Declaring that the King’s judgment is Herald OfMESSlah 2 E
coming with ax, threshing fork and fire A Yal ‘-' o
| STaemmmeen wrnore [EESGACUREDRE |
i 4) Promising the Messiah is near who will &
baptize in the Spirit and fire -
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Matthew 3.1-3 Gospel: :

1. “In those days:” * Matthew sets the timing of
his gospel (KTZ) to “those days” when John

= commenced the Kingdom’s outward
s Matt. 3.1 In those days John the Baptist came manifestation as its herald thus fulfilling two
3 preaching in the wilderness of Judea, ?;zrz ;(;?gtg);‘nlslrzp?_%cles 45 PR

: R3:1 THRIE, A -G A 45 A, TE A X I R T | *H A Al AR I R 2 T
fEIE, 7 R R 8% o BIAR T B A E Y
AR - e B T R EBE TS MR TREH
% | . . L #40:3- WL 4:5-
< Matt. 3.2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is LIFEED 40:3-5 &% . 5.6 .
= at hand.” 2. The Angel had prophesied to his prlestly father
= ,J . ) Zechariah that John would be great, live as a
e R3:2 TRBEIE T, M EE . | Nazirite and turn the sons of Israel back to
B Lord

TRAsE S T L A 2% ) SCBUBOIM A 5 TR, AR 2

Matt. 3.3 For this is he who was spoken of by B o DLETATE A B S A o A8 DL B T

4 the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of ]
2 G ine wi.ldemess: ’Pr?p G 3. So John grew up knowing of this prophetic
) of the Lord; make his paths straight.”” calling to prepare a people who would thus
) oS ARBSADLERRNG f: T prepare ghway u righteous peole)for the
: RS A N B T TERE, B kingdom
2 g b 1 d DR1 b A8 S R ) R A R P 5
9 , AR EERE—EHAN (ARAAN) MR
R 93 5 21 8 2 4t SR P 1 RE i P £ 2
3




Matthew 3.1-3 Gospel:
EKEE31-3 EE:

Matt. 3.1 In those days John the Baptist came
preaching in the wilderness of Judea,

R 3:1 AR, A U6 A A4 H 2R, A2 206 K By Wy
{838, i

Matt. 3.2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand.”

K32 TREGE T, R EE S |

Matt. 3.3 For this is he who was spoken of by
the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of
one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way
of the Lord; make his paths straight.”

A3:3 3@ N Je M AR e st 19, ftase: TAE
RS A N e [ TR, B E
fBHyH. | J
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FOOTNOTES 1

1. John’s disciples and followers were

many and they remained his disciples
among the Jews 1nto the 2nd century

R FIPERERFEE R 2 . A MI7ESS K
AN —HRAATFIGE, B85 Al

. Josephus refers to John more than Jesus

in his Jewish History
KU RAEAB B AIRE 52 2 2 2 b
HR#RiE 2

. But Matthew gives much less detail

about John than the other gospels only
mentioning John as he relates to Jesus
and His Kingdom

(LG AR 5 S 20 T 10 e A i 38 B L A
e E R/ 0R2, (B L HRRR M
o8] 2 W 21 20




John Fulfilling Isaiah’s Prophecy
el T TS

Matt. 3.3 Isaiah 40 begins the 2nd half of Isaiah

: i~ .| prophesying the coming of the “servant of
. For this is he who was  i| JHVH” to redeem His people

. spoken of by the prophet ;| L\EIIEA0 ERA T LABEEEIS, 1B
. Isaiah when he said, “The | 7 [ BBHIERIEA | ZRMELNTE

. wvoice of one crying in the

wilderness: ‘Prepare the 1) Judgment had been the burden of Isa. /-39; now

: N “Comfort, comfort my people,” was the gospel
. way of the Lord; make his of Isa.40-66

. paths straight.”” | BHIRE 19 MAYE; BUE TR ZF
K33 | RMERE) R EOCTIRY
i N SE I DA R Fr it i, | .
f: TAENERF A A 2) John first heard the Kingdom Call to dwell in the

desert himself for his own holy preparation:

TRACEMRL RN | g T EIEMIEE, BekEOK |
| | e e o
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John the Baptist: epoch changing vessel

Jiti GEA

* “In those days” THIF |
When JHVH wants to change the
epoch of His kingdom He chooses
a special vessel

&= R fNEE BN St E B RI4C IT
b5, fehEE—E45%kAYEE

1) These vessels are “Nazirites” set
apart either outwardly or in spirit:
Moses; Samuel; Elijah; Daniel;
John
E IR TZMH N, HEREIR
ol AR B A BERY ik

B PA)oes (HPAEE. #)5)

2) These vessels have extraordinary
births
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rEmaEEyE Done for His glory -
worshipped in Spirit
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John the Baptist: epoch changing vessel
Jith GEA) I— 2 IR AR B e JIL
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* “In those days” T ({
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The kingdom dispensation of Law
was to become the dispensation of
grace
| ERIFRZSATL A B
3) John was this human vessel that
JHVH uses to bring in the new age
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Matthew 3.4-6 Gospel:
BXES

Matt. 3.4 Now John wore a garment of
camel’s hair and a leather belt around
his waist, and his food was locusts and
wild honey.

K 3:4 18 ) B BE B RIAR AR, FER
B, W) Wi 2

Matt. 3.5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea
and all the region about the Jordan
were going out to him,

R 3:5 FRIRE, H A AR AR 4 3, NG A9 LA
—h T BN, R R 2 AT AR

Matt. 3.6 and they were baptized by him

in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

ON3:6 A GEAAM A SE, FEAE I P32 Al A% o

ne Kingdom Herald

4 John dressed and lived like Elijah: he

was a severe man, ascetic; one
burdened with a sense of the sin of his :
times and fill with the zeal of the Lord. :

21 W) 2R 35 A AR TE S DURI ERARARL ¢ Al
RAFRE RN » 258K 5 —EBHA Ay
AR TR B U AN, M 78 3 ) =
N

FOOTNOTES 1]

John’s elderly parents probably died when he
was young and some say he found his way to the
Essenes in Qumran but his calling by God drove
him into the public arena as a herald rather than
living in Essenian separation and isolation

AV ARTE B ACEE T REAE AR R 25 1 1
A NS E O T EMIECEAN, Eif
St P, R i N 20 AR PRSIV E SE 8%
T AN T A SRR JR IR 0l B IR AL




Matthew 3.4-6 Gospel:
EXKEE34-6 B

Matt. 3.4 Now John wore a garment of
camel’s hair and a leather belt around
his waist, and his food was locusts and
wild honey.

K 3:4 1d 2% B o Bt B B R AR AR, FEOR
S, LA i Rk B 2

Matt. 3.5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea
and all the region about the Jordan
were going out to him,

R3:5 FRIE, HPH A AR AR 22 3th, 3G A9 (A
—he T BN, R R 2 AT AR

Matt. 3.6 and they were baptized by him

R 3:6 R R 58, AL A H IR A FI T -

5 His powerful message to repent and be

in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

ne Kingdom Herald

baptized before the coming judgment

caused a great revival throughout
Judea:

b 558 A5 ) A B T e H B B 2R 2
AR IR Z U8, AR R T

(IPNIFLTE
a.Water - get down, repent and die to sin S
K — 2R, 2R, IR -
b. Road - get busy fixing and straightening the :
king's Highway :

c. Axe - all fruitless trees will be chopped down
=] FTBRNGRSEVE IR T

d. Threshing fork - all your works thrown up in
the air and separated

585 (BR 2R )—— ARFFASE T/EERRNTE
St Bl é

e. Fire - all the chaff burned up

K— FrBERM B SR IES




John in the spirit of Elijah
JEDEA A =5 LA o ) o

1) John eventually rejected his
family priesthood remaining a
Nazirite in the wilderness in the

power and spirit of Elijah
(Lu.1.17)

Kb AR A8 T IR A I
i, AEWEFeb ARG ) BN
AErE H A (#51:17)




John in the spirit of Elijah
Jiti e A 2 LR i i 2

2) He came to realize he was the prophet to
come promised just before the Day of the
Lord in fulfillment of Mal.3.1 and 4.5-6

it B G sl Mt R AE S B H - 2 1M i
SREVTEA, M 1 HEhisEE 3:1 A 4:5-6

a. Like Elijah he remained a Nazirite rejecting the world’s

money, food (locusts and wild honey) and shelter and
choosing a rugged life of solitude

RUART—5, MEEEFEMEA, BEtE L
wix. BY (Ba3fEFEE) fER, BETSEIE
BYINESESE

b. He clothed himself like Elijah (2K1.8)
N ZFEZRLFI T (ET71:8)

c. He lived in the Judean wilderness along the Jordan
where Elijah hid from Ahab
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Matt. 3.7 But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism,
he said to them, “You brood of vipers, who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
K37 A Rar 2 M AR AR 52
U5, BUBHAM S T Rpie BRI, SRR S P4k
A1 SR A 2R A g

Matt. 3.8 “Therefore bear fruit in keeping with
repentance;

R 3:8 ARAM A th AR 2R, SRR CAH R o
Matt. 3.9 and do not suppose that you can say
to yourselves, “We have Abraham for our
father’; for I say to you that from these stones
God is able to raise up children to Abraham.
K39 ANEH LR TERBR R
oo | BEaRRA, FhEEPEE A B AR
{[EEVER LT TRy

Matt. 3.10 “The axe is already laid at the root
of the trees; therefore every tree that does not

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into
the fire.

K310 BifEAE T e 8 sR L, AR
T, BB TR, FEAEKA

. Matt.3.7 can either be translated the
Pharisees and Sadducees came “to be
baptized” or “to observe the baptizing”

BXBE 3.7 P LABERZNBATIEER
ZA Rk 3 [EE

7. If they came to be baptized John rebuked
them for assuming his baptism was some
religious cleansing ritual when it involved
a completely new life of repentance and
righteousness

ORI, WBASFEMF, BR
HFAILAR LBV RIRIERAEYF R,
MER EEW RN REFES

8. “Brood of vipers” - out of one snake comes
many little slithering vicious snakes who
bite and devour by nature

(BRI RRE] — R— R P ELFF2BTT
BY/NME, ERXREMERA. &8
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Matt. 3.7 But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism,
he said to them, “You brood of vipers, who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
K37 KR W 2 M B ARG % AL AR 32
U5, BUBHAM S T Rpie BRI, SRR S P4k
A1 SR A 2R A g

Matt. 3.8 “Therefore bear fruit in keeping with
repentance;

R 3:8 ARAM A th AR 2R, SRR CAH R o
Matt. 3.9 and do not suppose that you can say
to yourselves, “We have Abraham for our
father’; for I say to you that from these stones
God is able to raise up children to Abraham.
K39 AEA O TR RS R B
oo | FEFFRA, FhEEHEE e B AR

R TR

Matt. 3.10 “The axe is already laid at the root
of the trees; therefore every tree that does not
= bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into
| thefire.

O R0 BUEA T BAEBAERIR L, LA AT
L TR, BB, EEAHL

9. Jesus also called them a brood of
vipers in Matt.23.33

ERfR Bt PIAR = IaY @R K23:33

10. The time of judgment had come and
religion would be tested according to
whether it bore righteous fruit in the
kingdom
ZFNRFEEERES, RERZES
%, BROTEEEGHENRS

11. Just being Abraham’s sons was no
guarantee that they were true
children of Abraham whose faith was
counted as righteousness (Rom.9.6)

EBEFRIBRFENFHIUANERE
PV EAZN R BIHUENERS
(EFE9.6)




| Kingdom Repentance BEAIHL |
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Repentance &04:
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| _ t
= < InHe. “shuv” =to turn around and go the opposite way repent, repentance - 1o turn 't-.;::--_
.3 : FEHRBRIAER “shuv’= BHEAE RO OE away from sin and start to [ ({j\j";_
’;} . ~ In Gk. “metanoia” = the change the mind follow God completely. To = S8
| EREERXAER “metancia”= TR repent micans change the G
1) Repentance was more than feeling sorry for sins which Paul calls “remorse” Jer ‘"”“1_' \ /‘ 7)
or “regret” (2 Cor. 7.10) | Matthew 3:7-12 {
N dark 1:14-1) =
EERREARBEIES, REB2R (B 5 (W8] (HE7:10) 21609021 =
2) Notice Matt.3.6 says those baptized were publicly “confessing their sins.” /,(‘(;U;m' l}”.( s 7:10 e
EREAIEE 3:6 REILSHNANEY [RZIMHLTE) o =

- 3) For the Jews John and Jesus’ call to repentance was seen at first to be IR B |
= ~incontinuity with the former prophets who called Israel to radically change RS S 2 e DR . Mk -

their lives - not only asking forgiveness, but turning back to the covenant of I S — A .

LSRN Thi

righteousness which they had broken A >I€ Ty
| EEAASER, NBNMITIEEN, SEERAEIR 2RI, C i
| EROPITENEIIRAS L S - RMEERHS, Mt
- BOMPFRRENAE A T
. 4) Until Jesus’ death saved by the grace of God this baptism of repentance A5 710

._’} could only really be preparatory to the kingdom
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God used the “wilderness” in Israel’s past for four spiritual purposes

f{sE

LA@SliExny [ IEEF | ZRiERT
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BERIBRY

1) Wilderness wandering was not random because “Heaven ruled” over them - Deut.8.2
“The Lord your God led you all the way [forty years] in the wilderness.”

BEEFEERLACESE, RAEMMcL, [XERE] -H

TENEEFS 1EA/R (

JU

+5F) |

apac 8:2 [ HRFONEE(RAY4H

2) God used the wilderness to humble - Deut.8.2 “that he might humble you.”
1E RIEEF B2 2 —

I:lFlna 8 2 [ 7.11]’_.
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God used the “wilderness” in Israel’s past for four spiritual purposes

s(ERELIESEER [ IBEF | ZRiERN(EEZERIBRY

3) God used the wilderness to Deut.8.2 “test you and to know what was in your heart”

187 FRNEEF 2K FRapsC 8:2 [ JIR(R. AlBR(R. EXEMR ORI |

4) God taught them the value of His every Word in the wilderness Deut.8.3 “that he might
make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from
the mouth of the Lord.”

BT EE A PR — TENEE (BH) 8.3 [ FIEAEEr2Esay,
B NE B B —tEE ., | }xﬁ
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The klngdom of the heavens starts in the “Wllderness”
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1) Wilderness Voice: The “Kingdom Voice” is first heard in the wilderness not Jerusalem
(“midbar” = wilderness in He. comes from the root word “dabar” lit. means “to speak™)
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2) Wilderness Repentance: Many who come to the wilderness are convicted their lives
were wandering in a wilderness of sin and repent
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3) Kingdom servants: God often “sends” his servants into a “wilderness” to test their

identity in preparation for the Kingdom
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