Matthew the ‘King’s scribe’
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Matthew became like a good scribe useful to the
Master to help new disciples:
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3. Matthew uses the techniques of a master scribe dividing
the contents of the gospel into groups of 3’s. 5’s, 7’s and
10’s so new believers could easily remember them
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a. Many early christian believers could not read or write but traditionally
had excellent verbatim memories (e.g., 3 temptations; 3 signs to

Pharisees; 3 contrasts in Chap. 7; 7 beatitudes, 7 parables (13)
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3. Matthew uses the techniques of a master scribe dividing
the contents of the gospel into groups of 3’s. 5’s, 7°s and
10’s so new believers could easily remember them
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b. The background of Matthew’s tax collecting i1s apparent by his
frequent reference to numbers in his accounts
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c. He also uses more specific references to money (talents 14x; gold,
silver; “take no gold, silver, copper in purse’’; these parables only in
Matt: paying temple tax; vineyard workers for denarius: unmerciful

‘servant 10k talents/100 denarii)
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