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#1: ‘Prepare to
- meetthy GOD" -

in the wilderness

TEIRIB R IREY $4-
EETE

- MarkE@iE= 1:1-8 '
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Mark’s Gospel revéals how'one meets God

%TEI’J?E MR T AT LB R

3 1 God can speak suddenly b'y
BRI '

- -a dream or heavenly vision

BANESR .

A./\.\.

- a voice is heard above you

wt@%ﬁmﬁﬁ

- Nummous light shines vvhen you are
'. in a spec1a1 hol'y place
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EnRiEs ESZ/TTA,—E!IIJH EWE’J

2 He could overshadow someone
by a sense of His majesty while
-~ viewing nature’s beauty

TR AR A BRI RES
| UHREOEREEEA

3. there seem to be some people

- who just ‘believe’ in God from

~ earliest days as if they are hard
- -wired as religious beings

M?ﬁ%AMMEMM@ﬂW%ﬂ.
1, BEBMREREERRED

Mark’s Gospel reveals how one meets G()d
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~ Preparing to meet thy God N
. mmoEeee 4

o this verse from the prophet Amos is very popular
- with ‘fire and brimstone’ preachers

B ERE R CACTEEOVATET, WS TN SRR P re p are
Gl H’JL)H’JL?LNE%%* eUl
e how 1s one “prepared” to meet the Living God? to m e et
)\1201@“5’?‘51-: EZKE?EF%@UE th G d
'-_‘ Mark opens W1th a remarkable picture of how man y o “
~ is prepared for a. ,good news’ encounter with God’s Amos 4:12 -
- Kingdom | S e / -
B JH&%?Q)\ED%FRAEI’JI*I%EE BESAPEAS |

B 3 1’]‘“5‘31%]&%1’]‘93 16
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Mark’s 1st good news’: God comes to meet us

BTESON—E WS : RS |

St Man has been searchmg for God since his fall in |
. the garden B AEFEEESIER—EABRS | i
- - He looks for clues in creation 7t _\":ZE:'@?HE/ AR ?f‘;,
C- He searches within for feelmgs tHhFEECHRE D2 WL N

Acts 17:27 ...that they would seek God, if perhaps
they might grope for Him-and Jfind Him, though He
is not far from each one.of us; -

EEFE7:27 BMLMSR w8, wEAN
TS, HEMRRAISATE |

Acts 17:28 for in Him we live and move and exist, as

¢ God wants to communicate and man wants to find

}EF ,g\gﬁé Vil A‘@?‘ét’%g% SRS even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also
e e, ’ | are His children.’ =
" v )5 1050 harddoz them {0 get fpgetier: ‘ (EAETIB17:28 BAPEIE . E, FE. BEFM.

RITEMPEE—RROISRE? = | L WeEPER, BAR: CRBRAREN,
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Mark’s opening helps answer this question

 BURSNMERERNESEERE

'\\w : _’ -~

® to meet the Lord the way must John the Baptist
B “be prepared” P B”d—?;% /ﬁ]]
- EEBRM, E“,U,\ 5‘6“%& A0S B e

® there is an environment in
which man is able to hear God:
“the wilderness”

., A/ \ﬁr_$§}&i%¢ 7..|_§L1 IU\% %qa_
EEERAR




‘Mark’s Gdspel Begins
BrEERY

Mark 1.1 The beginning of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God; 1:2 As it is
written in the prophets, Behold, I send my
‘messenger before thy face, which shall
prepare thy way before thee. 1:3 The voice
of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

ERMES1 WESET, BHEEES0RE.
1:2 1EUNScFNLAEnE FEER [ BhEEUER=
=] : | B REESERNEEERNE, Bk
B 1:3 EEHEABRENR: [ EETE
(EEftEOES . |

o the gospel message is about ]ésus
Christ, the Sonof God = |
BENERERRINSNESEHRIFRES

o John comes to prepare the way for

man to know Jesus Christ '

KRR A TAHIE BRI RHERIAE S

o John is sent to Israel to prepare a way -

for the Lord “in the wilderness”

WA =R B ARSI ,U_‘:“Emﬁﬁ
T8iE 1I B
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#1: Sin’s “great and terrible wilderness” =

(c | 27 R ' 3%

R “ATEMAREET 00

" ® the ‘wilderness’ was created by sin and ‘-

~ symbolizes all life outside the “Garden”

B REE EﬁﬁFEEB’J Lcﬁz&%?‘ ‘B
ASMNTERYE oD

® the wilderness is the result of sin’s corruption ,,, g7 5
both of all creation and mankind =R
BT R AENAIS R AR RIRER *'*xen,.@% or s Sk

: - ' ' ‘l;‘n g ' B AL N e NS T Vo

® In the OT the ‘wilderness’ was a place of L N—— S R

- | | b Deut. 8:15 "He led you through the great and -

. wandlermg, 19;611?§SS’§ anlger, terrc?lr, h terrible wilderness, with its fiery serpents and
waterless, arid, wild animals, and wild weather ., ions and thirsty ground where there was

.. %%’\J"’EI'J H;E:; : —{Fj/}w,;%—\ %}[\\59” f-lg R /u\l\‘Fﬁ e

4 ‘

| S mzEpmEs L  o®iE 815 SUNSEBTATITIES, eS|

K, 2R, BREBSRRAENL WG, BT . BEEKZ, HEAREKLERE
' - B9EE E':I:'uwtlj*‘o 2 e -
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mankind wanders in a splrltual Wllderness

NEESEHN ‘B EdhiRE 00 = .

L Most of the world’s population know they live in an outward

| w11derness of poverty, want, insecurity, hopelessness, death A DAY of DS COMERNev.
- HRASEIIARBRFIETE—EIMENIEEE, Fom SEES.
O ES. AR BB T | St
e affluent nations may be sheltered from their outvvard wilderness I |V I ng
and they deny the spiritual wasteland of their inner life jp toe
 GERNERD, AMassasivenes, eeorsesac - BVALCIEISLLERER
BRI EERENES = She
* when John the Baptist came to Israel the religious people 4o EI'J ngﬁqj
in Jerusalem were hiding from their spiritual vv11derness
with outward religion . %

| EROMBEIRE LIS, RSB
IMEN BRI PR E RS ‘

e somehow Israel needed to be shaken awake to prepare
for the Kingdom of God -

- BELIEIARZLURELITWE @es, ﬁ’ﬁj%q“* BYER
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#2: The chosen wilderness: the
environment used by God to
speak the Gospel to mankind

Z- %&J%EEI’J UE=EF - %$% JF B’Qf%i%%
DA



Mark 1:2-3 § As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
“BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER AHEAD
OF YOU, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY; THE

VOICE OF ONE - CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS,
‘MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS
PATHS STRAIGHT.””

BojEa: 2-3 IEMEHLIE D E FEdER: | B!
REZEKREEATRBIME, REER; EEFEAE

HER: [ FAEERE, EEtRE, | |

Mark 1:4 John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of

sins.
EoEE1:4 BRiE: (=R iE5

HkS , (EIEEH.

==

, RJHIR Y, TEIEEFhEE,

God’s Chosen Wllderness

e - R YRR L SRRSO T

T RIS A IR

e Only God’s mercy could turn a wilderness
into a gospel garden. | | '

R SR R — BRSO ES

e “] will make the wilderness a pool of water,
-and ... I will plant in the wilderness the
cedar of Shittim, and the myrtle, and the oil
tree; ... that they may see, and know...that
the hand of Jehovah hath done this, and the -
Holy One of Israel hath created it -
(Isaiah 41:18-20)

"BREEFINSERILY, £ éﬂlﬂﬁﬁiﬁ - E

EIEErE E &0 BXE . SABE - FUA
&R . B - E=HPFIE E’.‘J?F)ﬂ’EE’J, = AESIRY
BERTERY . (#41:18-20)
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God comes into His Chosen wﬂderness’ W1th the gospel
C . EEESENTHRTREREE

° Though ]erusalem'was the center of religion God
-~ “chose” the wﬂderness to prepare Israel to meet
- their Messiah

- BEREPBESRTFHMN DN, Breal RS IEEFRIEHE
Dl@ﬂé!&i%ﬁi’rlﬁﬁﬁﬂ’]ﬁ%i@l‘@

- ® Many poor and sick already knew they were going
- through a wilderness of great difficulty or

depression and were ready to go into the

wilderness to hear God speak the good news of the
coming kingdom of God

HSRRNERNACEAE N EREEERAS

- BUIEEF, MPIFRMELS SARBEET, KGR 19581~ 2 REREY
?Epi"raljpglgn_n . .
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In Israel’s past God used the wﬂderness for 4 sp1r1tua1 purposes b

;g, ESFIANIBE, RERRTEANERENEN )

: . Flrst Israel was not lost Israel learned that

“The Lord your God has led you these forty
“years in the wildern ess.’f

EE, UEINDeEsE, SBT3 ER
SRR RS

e Deut. 8:2 And you shall remember that the LORD your G'od. ¥
-—led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to.
humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart,

g Second, God led them through the Seeming]_'y' whether you would keep His commandments or not.
e eer ot porgy 82 MEBESHABN WERBISG, SO,
| Wasted years il Lie WIGStness - "that 1e might  s==mir. #SBE, BONERONNE, STERHeRE.

~ humble you.” SRR | e Deut. 8:3 So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed- - | |

: th B 2t =2t y=qu Ty you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers. |
%—"“5 } | '{:I:H;E : A5 Qf‘ﬂp’{ﬁ =) 3%1[4{"}% ‘H,J‘%’% ﬁ ~ know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by

_E 66 %g;oﬁ _@ﬂ'{ 2 = | | ST, bread alone; but man lives by every word that proc'eeds from '

the mouth of the LORD. i
FH8:3 ftbE (R {EARELEE, ASIRFMR IJ%EFE/T n,unﬁkﬂflﬂ%ﬂﬂllﬂ% oE

IR, (FIMBAEE, TRUKRY, DRENNEDE
FRM—tE. -
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In Israel’s past God used the W1lderness for 4 sp1r1tua1 purposes b

;g, ESFIANIBE, RERRTEANERENEN )

e Th1rd. God used the wilderness to “test you
[obedlence] and to know what was in your

heart”
s=, ?W%&E; JK““\‘,E 1’R , WXDIE{RBY

)
PSIIL,\;E{'HE : . ° Deut 8:2 And you shall remember that the LORD your God .
; ' - led you all the way these forty years in the w1lderness, fo

3 ' : i : humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart,
* Fourth, God led Israel into the wilderness “that whether you would keep His commandments or not. il

H8:2 (RIBESERFIEMRAY  WEIEEF S8R, SIU+4E, -

RETIMR. SRR, BMEEONNE, SFOOHSTE. |
® Deut. 8:3 So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed '

. . - ” :
- fl‘ om the mouth of the Lord. you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers: |

If Y ph 2 A o TR EES — “ know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by
B A, R RS LHE =t KR% [IL A/ﬁ bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from |

EXREFERNY, ﬁ'ﬁ %?EFD%EFEE:BBJBD—’G)LE BEsaonis ot e JO ‘ * e
e | | EI8:3 MR, (A, SRS R RS

\LJ

. he might make you know that man does not live '
. by bread alone, but by every word that comes

\l

ZRIREL, (B{RIIBAIGE, TE“I%@% T.’J %HB*I]_._LIE :
PRRI—tIEE . : . .
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God turns the wﬂderness of s;h into |
His chosen ‘wilderness’ by the gospel

, ASSERIRONEETE AL th PRI AR ET

- Many _in the Bible found God‘ in the ‘wilderness’
= :

. peoplé find the ‘chosen’ wilderness when they turn
aside to a lonely place to listen for His voice

B APIE|— (BN KB MBS, ISR
BB HRIE" BIMES

- Jesus often turned aside into the wilderness to hear
the Voice of God
DR R RET ’5%{?#9’3”9

ELuke 5.16 And Jesus W|thdrew hlmself
: into the wilderness, and
prayed.

E“?JI]?E%S 16 HBEAAD “UHEE%%



Wilderness beéomés holy ground® |

EEF Rk A 7 Eoith

e People flocked from the villages and hamlets
of Judaea and even from the religious city |
center of Jerusalem into the wilderness

APHERBFSRAERIVSE,  EEAERBEIEr
ERER IS T S IR EHE .

e people streamed out to the wilderness to -
hear the voice of God through John the Baptist

APSBEIRS, BUBHONTESRUCHNES

e By repentance and bapt1sm they were
prepared for the coming of the One who
would save and baptize both the people and
the Land

fos IR, 1’@1??5‘51?%@]%%BLL/*%%E*ZFF*D
Li’@ﬁ’tﬁ?:rm]“ﬁﬂﬁ’tﬁ/iﬂﬁ Ap—1L

Mark 1.5 And there went out unto him all the
land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and
were all baptized of him in the river of
Jordan, confessing their sins.

J

—g

RIS 1:5 AL, FERSHEISIOA ,
MEHETNPINE, FRMPT, 4008
RS,
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Do ?.‘., . : > . : . ' " ~ - t’ ' o

‘\

Ouestlon is it p0551b1e to find a ‘chosen’ wﬂderness in NYC’

i EHNHEIRE ] ekE Uﬁﬁﬁ FRIZERY HEE%’P

- *Do our distractions hide our spiritual
- wilderness? '

RIS INEE S RISMIEETIS?

_* Have we found that quiet place?

RFHR BB BEL AR T SIF?

- ¢ There are many in the city who know their
~ spirit’s wilderness and long for a “voice’ of Egi§
- the gospel '

TLFﬁﬁ$ﬁ£%Aﬂ BEHPIERIRN0IEST
- WREESNBS




In the wilderness the voice of God was ]ohn the Baptist

RS, BBRERERER0E

= ]ohn was himself prepared by a life of
- overcoming in the wilderness in order to turn

- apeople from their spiritual wilderness and
- receive the coming King

- AN AR PR —(ES 8 EnPriaket).
@BOEEE%’—EJIA1AE’="§'§H’JH FOeE, NHDZENSE]

~ ® John was both a ‘voice’ anointed with prophetic - o 2l THE
. Word and a herald of the coming Kingdom

NS MEEWEN BE S2ES0EE, LER BAPTIST
B REREVEIERYBIEE, ‘ — |

|_.|

Bf




Mark 1.3 The voice of one crying in the

wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.

BojEsS1:3 EEHFEA
IZEBRYES

FHIE,

remission of sins.

EAiES

1:4 BBE3
%, SBRYES, EFESH.

J

HHER

| TEfim

Mark 1.4 John did baptize in the wildemess,'
and preach the baptism of repentance for the

, KT, 1ENRERE

straightening

Sin was the cause of Israel’s vvilderness and
repentance the remedy for God to come among

them

BPIERE

: -1’@1Fﬁ§ﬁ%%ﬁ%%£%%&i’.ﬁﬁ1ﬁiﬂ%%EH’S IEE.

FEER L
FREBPC

DS BYHRT)

Baptism was the outward act of humility to turn
them from the spiritual wilderness of Judaism
and would be rejected by proud Jews -

S HIBY IRET
)i

r

John’s message was compelling *

AERRIE B S AR

® The people understood that they were the
wilderness that needed preparmg and
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Mark 1.6 And John was clothed with camel’s
hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his
loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey;
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world’s voices

natural prejudice

NN FSAK T 1’@8’Jﬂiﬁil|5%7ﬁ==
ALRME" BN RARAB RS

and were baptized
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'God’s “voice’ in the wﬂderness
~ astartling figure
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o Itis interesting to note that the ‘wilderness
voice’ often stands 1 in stark contrast to the
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e John's dress and talk were very unusual for
his day and the hearer had to ‘look past’
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e The response was polarizing: the powerful
mocked while the seeking mu1t1tudes repented

_ %EEH’B

BitEn




o

God’s V01ce in the wﬂderness
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* Voice look like today? [} Mmuge
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Long Live our Master, our Teacher, our Rebbe, King Moshiach Forever and Ever
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#3 ]ohn s message was good

news to those hungering for
rlghteousness
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Mark 1.7 And [he] preached, saying, There
cometh one mightier than I after me, the
latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to
stoop down and unloose.
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Mark 1.8 I indeed have baptized you with
water: but he shall baptlze you with the Holy

Ghost
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Gospel mcluded the
age old promise
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John’s gospel had two prom1ses
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« a mighty messiah is coming in h1s
Kingdom very soon |
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e The wilderness of their religion would

blossom with life when the coming one

plunged it into the living waters of the

Spirit
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‘ the voice deflected attention away from himself
- by heralding the “one who is coming”

® the good news promised a place in the kingdom

® One last ingredient was needed to conquer
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Promise of an 1mmanent meetmg w1th God
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and a primary meeting with God
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and transform the wilderness: /I §
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Next week
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